
 

Name: _______________________________ 
Mrs. Telep 
Honors English II 
September 2018 

English II Honors Summer Reading Assignment 2018 
 

Learning is a never-ending process. As such, it is expected that all students seek to enhance and further their education 
continuously. The learning should not start and stop with what is assigned or required. 
 
Each novel was chosen for its critical acclaim, student interest, and connection to our curriculum for the upcoming year. 
It is our goal that the summer reading novels will serve to introduce students to the important themes that will be studied 
throughout the school year. Attached you will find a copy of the summer reading packet that will be used to assess the 
students’ comprehension of their novels.  Students are expected to answer all of the questions on the following pages and 
submit their completed work on the first day of school. These will be the basis upon which students will write their first 
formal essay. The completed packet itself will also be the first grade of the marking period. It will be worth 25% of the 
first marking period grade.  If a student happens to lose or misplace this packet, another copy may be obtained from the 
Garfield Public Library, the Garfield High School Guidance department, or the school website at www.gboe.org. We 
want to encourage you, the parent/guardian, to be involved with this process.  Please help the student to make 
appropriate choices and support them as they read. Thank you for your continued support with this initiative. 

-The English Language Arts Department 
  
All incoming honors sophomores are required to read Libbie Hawker’s Tidewater: A Novel. Students will then choose one 
novel from the list below. Students are responsible for acquiring a copy of each book on their own. They can be found at 
local bookstores, most used bookstores, online websites (such as www.amazon.com), or the public library. It is 
recommended that students annotate their texts, but this is not a requirement and will not be graded.  
The completed assignment is due on September 6, 2018.   
 
 
Choice Novels: 
 
Indian Killer by Sherman Alexie 
 
Cane River by Lalita Tademy 
 
The Heretic’s Daughter by Kathleen Kent 
 
The Physick Book of Deliverance Dane by Katherine Howe 
 
The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gboe.org/
http://www.amazon.com/


 

For Hawker’s Tidewater: A Novel, select a passage that is substantial (at least 10 sentences long) and one that you 
find particularly interesting or revealing about the novel as a whole. You may want to select a passage that is 
rich in figurative language as it will give you more to write about.  
 
Prepare a 2-3 page close reading analysis of the passage in MLA format.. Type the passage itself single-spaced 
in italics at the beginning of your paper with proper in-text citation, i.e. (Lee 31).  
 
Include the following as headings:  
 
Examine the passage’s literal content, i.e. a discussion of what literally occurs in the passage in relation to the 
novel as a whole. Important to discuss the who, what, when, where and why of the passage here. 
 
Next, examine the author’s use of figurative language, including but not limited to: imagery, personification, 
symbols, metaphor, simile, irony, etc. There will not be an example of everything in the passage but determine 
what you think applies and write about it. Be specific.  
 
Next, discuss the tone and diction (word choice) of the passage. Look carefully at the words the writer selects. 
What tone do these words create? These two items should be discussed hand in hand.  
 
Next, examine the structure of the sentences in the passage. Is there a pattern of long, short or medium sized 
sentences? Is there dialogue? Are there sentence fragments, question marks, hyphens, exclamation points. Do 
these suggest anything about the author’s tone or the theme of the passage as a whole? If they do not or if you 
see no connections, simply write about the above without making any overall conclusions.  
 
Next, discuss characterization. This can apply to people, places or things (mostly to people). What does the 
passage reveal about a character, a place or a thing? What insights does it offer about them? Does the author 
characterize them indirectly or directly?  
 
Next, examine the theme(s) of the passage. What is the author’s message to the reader? Does it connect to the 
themes of the novel as a whole?  
 
Please write in complete sentences. You do not need an introduction or conclusion. You should just write about 
each of the items above after the passage. 
 
 
Sample is attached for formatting purposes only. Please note, your document should follow MLA format with 
regard to page numbers. 
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“I hadn’t been out to the hives before, so to start off she gave me a lesson in what she called “bee yard 
etiquette.” She reminded me that the world was really one big bee yard, and the same rules worked fine in both 
places: Don’t be afraid, as no life-loving bee wants to sting you. Still, don’t be an idiot; wear long sleeves and 
long pants. Don’t swat. Don’t even think about swatting. If you feel angry, whistle. Anger agitates, while 
whistling melts a bee’s temper. Act like you know what you’re doing, even if you don’t. Above all, send the bees 
love. Every little thing wants to be loved” (Kidd 92). 
 
 
Literal Content  

This passage is taken from Chapter 5 in the middle of the novel The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk 

Kidd. Previously, Lily had arrived at the pink house in Tiburon, South Carolina that belongs to the Boatwright 

sisters. She and Rosaleen had been there for about a week, observing their lives and doing their best to help. It 

was finally time for Lily to go out to the hives. If she was going to be out there though, Lily would need to 

know the rules. August, the informed beekeeper, tells her what she should and should not do when among bees. 

Then August shows her the ways of checking hives and switching out honey-filled frames for empty ones. Lily 

was left in awe of the amazing, complex world. In terms of the novel as a whole, this passage is extremely 

significant. It is a turning point for Lily knowing that she is accepted by August enough to be trusted with the 

responsibility of the hives.  

Figurative Language  

In this passage, there is an unmistakable comparison made between bees and humans. August states that, 

“the world was really one big bee yard, and the same rules worked fine in both places” (Kidd 92). Based on this 

idea, the life of the bees becomes a symbol for the lives of the characters. Not only do the bee yard rules also 

apply to the human world, but they are noticeably in use. For example, when May gets angry or upset, she hums 

“Oh! Susana” in order to melt the pain away. Lily lying and making up stories is her way of pretending that she 



 

knows what she is doing even if she does not. Also, Lily is the perfect example of how every little thing is just 

looking for love. 

Tone and Diction  

The tone created in this passage is calm. The author uses vocabulary that is simple and straightforward, 

and she sets an atmosphere where Lily can feel safe and accepted. Similar to most of the times that August 

speaks, there is a distinctive sense of wisdom in her words. Her didactic speech expresses the mood 

appropriately and reassures the reader of the educational situation. 

Structure  

The sentence structure throughout the passage is a balance of varying lengths. Colons and semicolons 

are included to break up continuous thoughts and add in important advice. The majority of the passage is 

recollection of a conversation not displayed in a typical dialogue format. The way this passage is structured 

helps the writer to convey the tone as well. By feeding information in a direct but flowing fashion the reader can 

understand the balance of knowledge and thoughtfulness. In this way, a more concerning and potentially risky 

matter such as dealing with bees, can be discussed in a more relaxed format.  

Characterization 

This passage contains indirect characterization for the character of August Boatwright. The reader can 

tell that she is obviously wise and caring. Her understanding of the inner workings of the bee world and ability 

to relate it to the human world prove that she truly knows what she is doing. At the same time, the tone set by 

her words is one of compassion. She genuinely cares for Lily’s well being and therefore is instructing her to 

keep her safe. Not only does this show concern for Lily but for the bees as well. She proves that she actually 

follows her own rule of expressing love to the bees. The simple fact that she does this is a great example of how 

deep her love runs. So deep, in fact, that with her protective ways she takes on the role of a mother. 

Theme  

One major theme of the passage is truly about the life that bees have. This passage explains the delicate 

connections between bee life and the lives of the characters. The whole thing revolves around this similarity 



 

between the two. The greatest similarity that can be extracted from entire novel is emphasized in the title as it 

being the secret life of bees. Just as most people would not know what goes on within the hive; humans are not 

always what they appear to be. Take May for example. On the surface she is a perfectly normal woman, but 

upon deeper inspection it is discovered that she is a shipwreck of emotions all bottled together and ready to 

burst at any given moment with only the slightest provocation. Both worlds share the sense of complexity that is 

displayed in the theme of false impression due to lack of understanding from the outside looking in. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Novel 1: Tidewater: A Novel by Libbie Hawker 
For each of the novels read, students must answer the following in complete sentences, with as much detail as possible. 
 

1. Identify and describe the protagonist. 

2. Identify and describe the antagonist. 

3. Describe the setting of the story. 

4. What traits of the main character can you relate to?  Be specific. 

5. If you had to change one aspect of the book, what part would it be and why? 

6. What was your favorite part of the book and why? 

Journal Entry/Citations:  
In writing about literature or any specific text, you will strengthen your discussion if you offer specific passages from the 
text as evidence. Remember that your ultimate goal is to demonstrate a deeper understanding of the text. You are to select 
12 passages from the novel and include an analysis of the citation. This should be completed in MLA format. 
 

Focus Citation: Analysis 

Theme: Rich 
vs. Poor 

“I’m not sure how you spell it, but it’s 
an abbreviation for the Socials, the jet 
set, the Westside rich kids. It’s like the 
term “greaser,” which is used to class 
all us boys on the East Side. We’re 
poorer than the Socs and the middle 
class. I reckon we’re wilder, too” 
(Hinton 2). 

It’s so hard to believe that people really do judge each other 
based on money and social status. Even though this book 
was set in the 1960’s, conflict like this still goes on even 
today. (From here you could go on to include a personal 
connection.) 

Imagery, 
metaphor, 
simile 

“-they carried like freight trains; they 
carried it on their backs and 
shoulders-and for all the ambiguities of 
Vietnam, all the mysteries and 
unknowns, there was at least the single 
abiding certainty that they would never 
be at a loss for things to carry” 
(O’Brien 2). 

O’brien chooses to end the first section of the novel with 
this sentence.  He provides excellent visual details of what 
each soldier in Vietnam would carry for day-to-day 
fighting.  He makes you feel the physical weight of what 
soldiers have to carry for simple survival.  When you 
combine the emotional weight of loved ones at home, the 
fear of death, and the responsibility for the men you fight 
with, with this physical weight, you start to understand what 
soldiers in Vietnam dealt with every day. This quote sums 
up the confusion that the men felt about the reasons they 
were fighting the war, and how they clung to the only 
certainty -things they had to carry - in a confusing world 
where normal rules were suspended.  

1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   



 

5.   

6.   

7.   

8.   

9.   

10.   

11.   

12.   

 
 
 
Thesis Statement: A thesis statement makes a claim or proposition that reflects a specific point of view. The thesis 
statement should recognize BOTH sides of a question; yet, focus on two or three specific points (discussion points) 
sometimes called points of analyses.  

Example of a strong thesis: 
Pride and Prejudice is about Elizabeth Bennet’s effort to overcome her own proud behavior and discrimination towards 
Mr. Darcy, as well as how her family is affected by the haughtiness and preconceptions of the society around them. 
(This is a debatable thesis because it asks the reader, “Does Elizabeth actually exhibit haughtiness and preconceptions? Is 
this why she doesn’t get along with Mr. Darcy? How is Elizabeth’s family affected by the haughtiness and preconceptions 
of the society around them?”) 
 
Example of a weak thesis:  
Pride and Prejudice is about five sisters and their journey to find love. 
(This thesis is non-debatable because it is indisputable. The paper is framed as a summary rather than as a literary 
analysis.) 
 
Use one of the following thesis statement formats to create a thesis that conveys a unique and interesting observation or 
assertion about the theme of the novel.  Your thesis should be specific, and it should cover only what you plan to discuss 
in a literary analysis/essay/paper. A thesis statement MUST be controversial (provocative), thoughtful (not TRITE, banal, 
or hackneyed), and reasonable (able to be proved with specific EVIDENCE).  Keep yourself out of your analysis; in other 
words, use the third person (no I or you). 

 
Template One (Classic Thesis): 
 
In _______________________________________________________________________________________ (title of 

book), ________________________________________________ (name of author) uses ________________________, 

________________________, and ________________________, in order to convey ____________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

 



 

Template Two: 

The general argument made by the author, ____________________________________________, in his/her work titled 

___________________________________________________________________ is that ________________________ 

___________________________________. More specifically, ______________________________________________ 

argues that _______________________________________________________________________________________. 

 

Template Three: 
 
Although _________________________________________________(name of author) believes/demonstrates/argues that 

_________________________________________, there is evidence to suggest that _________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

 

Template Four: 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ (title of book) by ______________ 

__________________________ (name of author), one can see ______________________________________________ 

________________________________________ which is important because __________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ (something not obvious—the opinion part). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Novel 2 Choice Novel : ______________________________________________ 
For each of the novels read, students must answer the following in complete sentences, with as much detail as possible. 
 

1. Identify and describe the protagonist. 

2. Identify and describe the antagonist. 

3. Describe the setting of the story. 

4. What traits of the main character can you relate to?  Be specific. 

5. If you had to change one aspect of the book, what part would it be and why? 

6. What was your favorite part of the book and why? 

Journal Entry/Citations: In writing about literature or any specific text, you will strengthen your discussion if you offer 
specific passages from the text as evidence. Remember that your ultimate goal is to demonstrate a deeper understanding of 
the text. You are to select 12 passages from the novel and include an analysis of the citation. This should be completed in 
MLA format. 
 

Focus Citation: Analysis 

Theme: Rich 
vs. Poor 

“I’m not sure how you spell it, but it’s 
an abbreviation for the Socials, the jet 
set, the Westside rich kids. It’s like the 
term “greaser,” which is used to class 
all us boys on the East Side. We’re 
poorer than the Socs and the middle 
class. I reckon we’re wilder, too” 
(Hinton 2). 

It’s so hard to believe that people really do judge each other 
based on money and social status. Even though this book 
was set in the 1960’s, conflict like this still goes on even 
today. (From here you could go on to include a personal 
connection.) 

Imagery, 
metaphor, 
simile 

“-they carried like freight trains; they 
carried it on their backs and 
shoulders-and for all the ambiguities of 
Vietnam, all the mysteries and 
unknowns, there was at least the single 
abiding certainty that they would never 
be at a loss for things to carry” 
(O’Brien 2). 

O’brien chooses to end the first section of the novel with 
this sentence.  He provides excellent visual details of what 
each soldier in Vietnam would carry for day-to-day 
fighting.  He makes you feel the physical weight of what 
soldiers have to carry for simple survival.  When you 
combine the emotional weight of loved ones at home, the 
fear of death, and the responsibility for the men you fight 
with, with this physical weight, you start to understand what 
soldiers in Vietnam dealt with every day. This quote sums 
up the confusion that the men felt about the reasons they 
were fighting the war, and how they clung to the only 
certainty -things they had to carry - in a confusing world 
where normal rules were suspended.  

1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   

5.   



 

6.   

7.   

8.   

9.   

10.   

11.   

12.   

 
 
 
 
Thesis Statement: A thesis statement makes a claim or proposition that reflects a specific point of view. The thesis 
statement should recognize BOTH sides of a question; yet, focus on two or three specific points (discussion points) 
sometimes called points of analyses.  

Example of a strong thesis: 
Pride and Prejudice is about Elizabeth Bennet’s effort to overcome her own proud behavior and discrimination towards 
Mr. Darcy, as well as how her family is affected by the haughtiness and preconceptions of the society around them. 
(This is a debatable thesis because it asks the reader, “Does Elizabeth actually exhibit haughtiness and preconceptions? Is 
this why she doesn’t get along with Mr. Darcy? How is Elizabeth’s family affected by the haughtiness and preconceptions 
of the society around them?”) 
 
Example of a weak thesis:  
Pride and Prejudice is about five sisters and their journey to find love. 
(This thesis is non-debatable because it is indisputable. The paper is framed as a summary rather than as a literary 
analysis.) 
 
Use one of the following thesis statement formats to create a thesis that conveys a unique and interesting observation or 
assertion about the theme of the novel.  Your thesis should be specific, and it should cover only what you plan to discuss 
in a literary analysis/essay/paper. A thesis statement MUST be controversial (provocative), thoughtful (not TRITE, banal, 
or hackneyed), and reasonable (able to be proved with specific EVIDENCE).  Keep yourself out of your analysis; in other 
words, use the third person (no I or you). 

 
Template One (Classic Thesis): 
 
In _______________________________________________________________________________________ (title of 

book), ________________________________________________ (name of author) uses ________________________, 

________________________, and ________________________, in order to convey ____________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

 



 

Template Two: 

The general argument made by the author, ____________________________________________, in his/her work titled 

___________________________________________________________________ is that ________________________ 

___________________________________. More specifically, ______________________________________________ 

argues that _______________________________________________________________________________________. 

 

Template Three: 
 
Although _________________________________________________(name of author) believes/demonstrates/argues that 

_________________________________________, there is evidence to suggest that _________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

 

Template Four: 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ (title of book) by ______________ 

__________________________ (name of author), one can see ______________________________________________ 

________________________________________ which is important because __________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ (something not obvious—the opinion part). 

 


